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YEAR 5
PREP SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP 
(to the end of Year 8)

• Academic
• All Rounder

YEAR 7
CONTINUITY SCHOLARSHIP 
(to the end of Year 11)

• Academic
• Sports
• Music
• All Rounder

INTRODUCTION

Every year we offer scholarships for entry in the 
Prep school. Academic or All-rounder scholarships 
are available for pupils entering Year 5. For 
those entering Year 7, specialist scholarships are 
offered in the following areas: Academic, Music, 
Sport and All-rounder. The criteria for these 
different awards are laid out in this booklet. 
They all involve different types of assessment 
and interviews that are undertaken at the school 
during the Spring term. 

In all scholarship areas, we are looking for pupils 
entering Year 5 and Year 7 who are already strong 
achievers, but we are particularly keen to meet 
young people with the potential to develop 
further and more fully in their scholarship area. 
Our scholars will be good role models and have 
a positive and motivating impact on their peers. 
Parents are welcome to discuss scholarship 
opportunities with academic staff; we also 
welcome visits to the school.



ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS
(Year 5 and Year 7) 

Candidates will be assessed in English and Maths. 
Questions will include topics which children are 
likely to have already learnt and will help us to 
gauge their knowledge, skills and aptitude. They 
will also be required to sit a cognitive ability test. 
Three most recent school reports will have to be 
provided. Potential academic scholars should 
have an above average ability across a range of 
subject areas.

Candidates will be interviewed by an Assistant 
Head.  They should come prepared to talk briefly 
about current affairs. 

MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS
(Year 7) 

Candidates are assessed by an audition 
at Clayesmore. 

Students should preferably play at least two 
instruments (one should be an orchestral 
instrument; pupils may also include voice). For 
the audition, two pieces should be prepared 
on the main instrument and one on their 
second instrument. However, we will consider 
applications from pupils who only play one 
instrument but at a more proficient level. We 
will provide an accompanist, if required, but 
candidates are permitted to bring their own 
accompanist if they wish. 

Total performance time should not exceed 15 
minutes.  Aural tests appropriate to the grade 
level of the candidate’s first instrument will be 
given. The standard of performance on the first 
instrument should be around Grade 1, though 
we welcome applications from candidates who 
may not have taken any formal music exams if 
their proficiency is high. Candidates will also sit a 
cognitive ability test. 

Candidates will be interviewed by an Assistant 
Head and/or the Director of Music.

SPORTS SCHOLARSHIPS 
(Year 7) 

Candidates are assessed by interview and 
practical activities, including a functional 
movement test.  They will also sit a cognitive 
ability test.

Sports scholarships will be awarded to pupils 
who will contribute strongly to the major games 
played at Clayesmore. These are hockey, netball, 
swimming, cricket, athletics, rugby and football. 
Candidates must be ‘A’ team standard in at least 
two of these major games, and preferably play 
outside of school in a club or team as well. 

We also offer some scholarships for students who 
offer just one sport at a high level, who play for a 
club and who have the potential to take this to a 
much higher level. 

Candidates from schools who do not play our 
major games should not be discouraged from 
applying, though they should excel or show 
potential in their chosen sports. They will be 
assessed on their athletic potential.

Students who play for a club outside school 
are encouraged to submit a reference from 
their club.

Candidates will be interviewed by an Assistant 
Head and/or the Head of Games.

ALL-ROUNDER 
SCHOLARSHIPS
(Year 5 and Year 7) 

This type of scholarship is for genuine all-rounders 
who are likely to make a strong contribution 
to Clayesmore life in a broad way, but who are 
not necessarily quite up to the standard of the 
scholarships in separate disciplines. 

Candidates are expected to display a good 
standard of academic attainment, as well as 
ability and promise in at least two of sport, music, 
art, design and technology, drama, digital skills or 
other areas where there is a clear talent or skill.
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Candidates will be interviewed by an Assistant 
Head where they will be required to talk about 
one of their chosen areas. Where possible, they 
should provide a reference from an external club/ 
coach, music teacher, etc. to verify their achieved 
standards.

EXPECTATIONS
Year 5 scholarships will take pupils through to the 
end of Year 8, after which they are able to apply 
for a Year 9 scholarship to the Senior school. Year 7 
scholarships will run through to the end of GCSEs 
in Year 11, after which pupils can apply for a further 
Sixth Form scholarship. (Scholars will be expected 
to continue with their specialist subject/s into the 
Senior school and continue to excel.)

We expect scholars to be enthusiastic 
contributors to school life, in their scholarship area 
particularly, and be positive role models within the 
school community. Academic scholars will be 
expected to maintain an above average academic 
ability and may participate in debating and public 
speaking opportunities as well as general 
knowledge competitions and the Model United 
Nations.

Music scholars will be members of the choir and of 
other ensembles.  They will be conscientious in 
setting aside time for practice and rehearsals. 
Sports scholars will maintain their own physical 
fitness and participate in as many of the sports 
development group activities as they can. They 
will display good sportsmanship at all times and 
also be enthusiastic sports team members, keen to 
develop their skills. 

Pupils may be entered for more than one 
scholarship or for an All-Rounder scholarship.

It is important to note that the award of a 
scholarship is based on the expectation of a 
continued level of excellence in the scholarship 
area along with appropriate behaviour standards 
and good academic progress. The school reserves 
the right to remove a scholarship award if the 
student does not perform at scholarship level 
throughout their scholarship term or if their 
general behaviour causes concern.

FINANCE
Clayesmore Prep scholarships range in value and 
are awarded at the discretion of the Director of 
Finance and Operations. A scholarship fee 
remission may be increased through a 
simultaneous bursary application. Financial awards 
for scholarships will be subsumed into any existing 
bursaries of current pupils.  
The bursary will be reviewed on a regular basis. 

Students awarded a music scholarship receive one 
free music lesson per week in the Prep.

The financial details of scholarship awards are 
confidential and the school expects parents of 
scholars to maintain this confidentiality.

APPLICATION
An early application is advised. Scholarship 
assessments take place in the Spring term each 
year for entry in September of that same year. You 
must complete and return the application form by 
the deadline date. Unfortunately we are unable to 
accept late applications.

CURRENT PUPILS
Current pupils in the Prep who meet the required 
criteria are welcome to apply for scholarships and 
will participate in the process in the same way as 
external applicants.

REFERENCES
Ideally we would seek endorsement from the 
pupil’s current Head, however, if this is not 
appropriate, references from clubs or other 
groups or professionals will assist with the 
application process.

INTERVIEWS
All candidates will be interviewed by an Assistant 
Head and/or the specialist Head(s) of 
Department.

£
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NEXT STEPS 

Application Deadline
5 December

Assessment Week
16 January

(Results and offers will be available by Friday 3rd February)

We look forward to meeting you. 

For application forms please contact: 

The Admissions Office 
Email: admissions@clayesmore.com
Telephone: 01747 813111

Please return by the deadline the following items:

1. The signed application form
2. Three recent school reports
3. References

Return to: 

Prep Scholarships 
Admissions
Clayesmore Prep School 
School Iwerne Minster 
Blandford
Dorset 
DT11 8PH
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T: 01747 813111
E: admissions@clayesmore.com

clayesmore.com




